
MORTON’S BOOK CLUB 

“Customer quotes, 

called “pull quotes,” are 

an excellent way to 

demonstrate your suc-

cess and put emphasis 

on your values. They 

also add visual interest 

to your newsletter...” 

- Kim Abercrombie 

About the book: 

The Old Man and the Sea 

is a novel written by the 

American author Ernest 

Hemingway in 1951 in Cuba. 

One of his most famous 

works, it centers upon Santi-

ago, an aging fisherman who 

struggles with a giant marlin 

far out in the Gulf Stream. 

The Old Man and the Sea 

was awarded the Pulitzer 

Prize for Fiction in 1953 and 

was cited by the Nobel 

Committee as contributing to 

the awarding of the Nobel 

Prize in Literature to Hem-

ingway in 1954. 

Scene from the Movie 

- The New York Times 

". . . a tale superbly told and in the telling 
Ernest Hemingway uses all the craft his 
hard, disciplined trying over so many 
years has given him."  

 

- Kirkus Review 

““A miracle tale, told with such passion-
ate belief that the reader, too, believes.  
There’s adventure here and Heming-
way’s old gift for merging drama and ten-
derness gives it a rare charm.”  

  July 2015 

July 28th  *  5:30 pm in Spanish * 6:30 pm in English 

Free and open to the public @ Speer Memorial Library 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more information about our services and programs  

Speer Memorial Library 

801 E 12th Street 

Mission, TX  78572 

(956) 580-8750 

Book Discussion Questions 

1. What is Santiago's role as fisherman? How do the villagers view him? 
 
2. Define the relationship between Santiago and Manolin. 
 
3. Analyze Santiago's inner conflict and introspection while at sea. 
 
4. Describe the connection Santiago feels toward the Marlin. 
 
5. What role do the Sharks play in the novel? Are they Santiago's sole antagonists? 
 
6. Why does Santiago idolize Joe DiMaggio? How does he draw strength from this 
hero? How do his thoughts of DiMaggio's struggles help him battle the elements/
antagonists of society and nature? 
 
7. What is the role of the sea and all its inhabitants? Does the sea, with all its elements 
of life and challenges, represent or symbolize the nature of society in general, and 
Santiago's fishing village in particular? 
 
8. Is Santiago a tragic hero with a tragic flaw (pride/hubris)? Does his pride ultimate-
ly lead him to defeat or triumph? 
 
9. What is the significance of religious imagery? How does Hemingway portray Santi-
ago as a Christ-like martyr? In what ways does this imagery reinforce the theme of 
transcendence, of turning loss into gain and death into life? 
 
10. Determine the effect Hemingway's style of narration and point of view has on tone 
and meaning. 
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